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The great door of the cathedral, with its resplendent “Christ
Romanesque art.
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Preserveqd of the Roman era
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departure point for pilgrims heading for Santiag
e
Compostela.
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The Ancient Theatre.

The two marble columns facing the restored semicircle
are another recog,

nizable emblem of Roman antiquity.
The theatre was

originally adorned with 3 collection of e >
exceptional statues, including the Venus of Arles, and the ) =
site is still a major venue for festive and cultura/ events.
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i The amphitheatre.
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In the village-like intimacy of the old town, the light diminishes to reveal, one
by one, the vestiges of past glories. Convents, chapels, Renaissance mansions,
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Roman Arles, “Ville d'art et d'histoire” (city of art and

' ' | has succeeded in
history) is an open history book that has
prese?/ving the most splendid fragments of its momentous
past, from medieval times to the Renaissance, from the
great classical centuries to the end of the 19th century.
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A major museum of Roman life

Contemporary architecture and a return to origins. This immense blue “ship” near the Rhéne

displays the city’s priceless archaeological collection. Built in 1995, the “Ancient Arles” museum

uses masterpieces to illustrate the influence of the Roman era. The museum is modern, bright and
educational. Outside, Hortus is a beautiful evocation of Roman-style gardens.
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Julius Caesar
Did you know?
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% 7.:) The city of the future

'—Lr Frank Gehry’s design might just be the next symbol of Arles. The

\_%'L( %H%'Tt(!ﬁ—%o) / / / \) btfd‘%)@ - architect, who also designed the Guggenheim museum in Bilbao,
|) 7 M “ A t—g_ o) L% . takes his inspiration both from the nearby Alpilles and from visions

of Van Gogh! The headquarters of the Luma foundation, based in

% D i—g_o E% ;\ ) L‘ A: % UM AEZI--F i p the area of the former SNCF railway workshop, will be dedicated

7_7 /7 to contemporary art. It is scheduled to open in 2014.
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Did you know?
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La Grande Halle

This vast 5000m? glass and steel cathedral, inaugurated in

2007, incarnates the city’s rebirth. Located at the heart of the
railway workshops, it already stages high calibre exhibitions and
performances. Like its western facade, where a perforated steel
mantilla elegantly conceals the glass surface, it brings together
heritage and modernity.
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Arles is about harmony, weigh’des_sness, light. A
work of art itself, an influential mirror that capt-
vates, inspires and attracts artists, and where dia-
logue is ongoing. .
Aﬁesian artists, whether native or adopted, have
taken inspiration from this city.
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Vincent Van Gogh heralded Arles’ universal quality. When he came
here in 1888, he painted over 300 works in just 15 months, one of the
most prolific periods of his career.
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Vincent Van Gogh, Self-portrait with a Bandaged Ear, January 1889, Arles. The work is currently
in Chicago as part of the private collection of Mr and Mrs Leigh B. Block.
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Pablo Picasso, who was fascinated by
Van Gogh and a bullfighting enthusiast,
created close ties to Arles via two major
exhibitions in 1957 and 1971 and his
donation of 57 drawings to the Réattu
museum, one of the foremost centres for
the fine arts in Provence.
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IFETE X UFoLucien Clergue met
Picasso while still a young photographer
in 1953, marking the start of their 20-
year friendship. In 1969 he founded Les
Rencontres Photographiques, still an
internationally-renowned photography
festival.
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Other artists of every discipline
and style, from the designer and
visual artist Christian Lacroix and
the fashion photographer Peter
Lindbergh to the gypsy music
groups The Gipsy Kings and Chico
and the Gypsies, etc.
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Did you know?
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The artistic influence of Arles is also a result

of the presence of major players in a range of
fields, such as the publishing house Actes Sud,
the record label Harmonia Mundi, the National
School of Photography — unique in France — and
Supinfocom, the best 3D computer graphics
school in the world.
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The art of hospitality

Here, traditional cuisine is clearly Provencal,
with nuances of the Camargue. However,
young chefs are using their talent to
renew the traditional repertoire. Three of
these starred chefs are Jean-Luc Rabanel,
Armand Arnal and Jérébme Laurent.

The city also boasts a selection of original,
designer and luxury character hotels to
fulfil your dreams.
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les is the only municipality

1 vou know? Arles s :
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Arles is festive, Arles for feria!
Since the 1950s, the feria de Pagues (Easter festival) and the feria du Riz (September rice festival), have

brought the city to life and celebrated the gods of revelry in style...




A fiery fiesta

Bulls are also let loose on the boulevards (bandidos) surrounded by white horses of the Camargue
breed. The festival is an explosion of dances, street music (les penas), overheated bars (bodegas),
exhibitions, performances and spontaneous jollity. During the feria, Arles is transformed but
never loses its sweet conviviality. The “city of art and history” is also an alchemist of celebration!

Did you know?
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Arenas and bull games

The bull is the symbolic animal of the Camargue, and the ritual Running of the
Bulls is still alive and kicking. Here, “la fe di biou’ or passion of the bull, is a cultural
identity, and the Camarque race breathes life and vitality into the arena. At
Easter and in September; the Roman amphitheatre takes on Spanish colours for
prestigious bullfights, the beating heart of this enormous festival that takes over
the entire city.
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A photography Mecca

Arles is to photography what Cannes is to cinema. Founded in 1969, Les Rencontres
Internationales de la Photographie, the foremost photography festival in the world
and a pioneer in the field, is a major event that takes place from July to September.
Did you know? With around sixty exhibitions, twenty venues and an eclectic, contemporary
programme, Arles is a laboratory and echo chamber for international creation,
where the greatest photographers in the world come together: the native Arlesian

Lucien Clerque, who helped create the festival, but also Annie Leibovitz, Raymond
Depardon, Nan Goldin, Martin Parr and many others.
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The\flame of Suds {

&or Pore thag, f/fteen-years muslcians fror#all?g\&r the Vvor/dthalr/q:')J be# 7
coming to Ar/es in July for one of the greatest European festivals of

world music. Discovery cocktailsparties, musical ‘siestas’” and WOI’/!Sh0,0S
complete the some fifty concerts that ke placein the city forthis event,
including headline evemings in the ancient theatre. Les Suds is a popular
festival with warmth and humanityas its identity. It is a spirit.
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Arles — 365 Days of Events! : j ' e
summer is the peak in the J ry, but cultural ev NOW NO $eason in B
Arles. The city lives all year round to the rhythm ofits rich schedule. ‘ R
it will be a stronghold of Marseille-Provence 2013,

European capital of culture.

=
P Did you know?

Q z:.*:l.lu ‘ -
.=.P. : . --|'l-|.l
5 o iy ‘ w"‘-
3 i! i i ) § .
. L I-'l'lil ||:|‘ '
OHBHR.EEEERZE
- 1 . F =l
t: ﬁ&?&{ﬁb%b\ﬁ&én%‘c%\i‘?b

THE‘ monuments of Al es come h R man and
/ /
alive wit (0]
H)edleva/ pel’lorman( es and entertainment a// summer /Ong



Jr>-JyvikEtE

v X A2 7y
TTZA)L Rz AL

""O—JL-KR-/T)b,




A9 7Y ADID

97 AL

The heart of Provence
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Did you know? The Museon Arlaten, one of the
most richly endowed popular ethnographic museums
in France, is undergoing an ambitious restoration
programme and will reopen in 2013.
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“pople d’Arles, Ueici ta retno”
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‘pople d’Arle, Veici ta reino’

The Queen of Arles is elected for a three-year
mandate. This is not a Miss Arles competition

_ the queen is the guardian of Provencal

ture, costume and language. Her e/e;tion
elebrated with majesty

Il of her people.
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Festivals of gold and silk
On the Friday before the grand costume
fastival of early July, a crowd in traditional
costume gathers to parade for the pégoulado
and then heads to the arena to celebrate bulls
and razeteurs for the Cocarde d’Or, the most
prestigious of the Camarquaise races. The
ladies dress in their historic COStUmes, and itis
not fancy dress or folklore: they are Arlesian,
and proud of their traditions!
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The Crau plain, the Alpilles massif and the majestic Camargue
make up the golden triangle of the Arlesian realm’s exceptional

biodiversity.
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marshes, [
, which are among the largest in Europe (11,000 hectares)
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Camargue forever...

Much has been said and written about the vast, part-land, part-water Regional
park that includes part of the Rhone delta and encircles the Vaccares lake. All the
clichés are well-known, such as the symbols of bulls, flamingos and horses. But
the real Camargue is somewhere outside the real world and its elements, On the
fringes of the imagination. [ts charm and magic are intact. With 26km of unspoilt
beaches, from Piémanson to Beauduc, ocean and nature enthusiasts will love this
extraordinary coastline, a kite-surfing paradise.
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/ Tourist information:

Boulevard des Lices - 13200 Arles
54 +33(0)490184120

S ot-arles@visitprovence.com
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/ Administration department:

_ 12 boulevard Emile Zola - 13200 Arles
270 /LA CRAU FEEE +33(0)4 90184121
/
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’ www.arlestourisme.com
Opening hours: go to
) www.arlestourisme.com
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