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Cloister and cathedral of Saint Trophime

(12th to 14th centuries).

The great door of the cathedral, with its resplendent “Christ
in Majesty”, and the cloister of miracles, are an apogee of
Romanesque art.
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.An entire city listed as world heritage
UNESCO had alotto choose fromin Arles. From th.e
sumptuous ruins of the city built by .lu]_' s Caesar in
46 BC to the marvels of Roman art, Arles | -

to open air history.
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The Ancient Theatre.

The two marble columns facin

are another recognizable emblem of Roman antiquity,
The theatre was originally adorned with a collection of
exceptional statues, including the Venus of Arles, and the  mad
site is still a major venue for festive and cultura/ events. g

9 the restored semicircle
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History on every corner

In the village-like intimacy of the old town, the light diminishes to reveal, one

by one, the vestiges of past glories. Convents, chapels, Renaissance mansions,
bas-relief sculptures, wrought iron latticework, finely-worked doors... Here, the
town hall in all its 17th century splendour; there, exquisite private mansion houses
such as those of Luppé and Quiqueran de Beaujeu (now the National School of
Photography); and beyond, a poignant rosary of churches (Sainte Anne, Saint
Julien, les Trinitaires and Les Fréres Précheurs)... A novel of a thousand details!
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Roman Arles, “Ville d’art et Phistoire” (city of arE Wi
and history) is an open history book t|‘1at h?.sl o
succeeded in preserving the most sple_nc |cI ﬂ@.‘. B
fragments of its momentous past, from |1?ec!|?\:a| cad
times to the Renaissance, from the great classica
centuries to the end of the 19th century.
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A major museum of Roman life

Contemporary architecture and a return to origins. This immense blue “ship” near the Rhéne

displays the city’s priceless archaeological collection. Built in 1995, the “Ancient Arles” museum N =] %E j_—
/m /1N

uses masterpieces to illustrate the influence of the Roman era. The museum is modern, bright and
educational. Outside, Hortus is a beautiful evocation of Roman-style gardens.
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The city of the future
Frank Gehry’s design might just be the next symbol of Arles. The
architect, who also designed the Guggenheim museum in Bilbao,
takes his inspiration both from the nearby Alpilles and from visions
of Van Gogh! The headquarters of the Luma foundation, based in
the area of the former SNCF railway workshop, will be dedicated
to contemporary art. It is scheduled to open in 2014.




Did you know?
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La Grande Halle

This vast 5000m? glass and steel cathedral, inaugurated in

2007, incarnates the city’s rebirth. Located at the heart of the
railway workshops, it already stages high calibre exhibitions and
performances. Like its western facade, where a perforated steel
mantilla elegantly conceals the glass surface, it brings together
heritage and modernity.
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Arles is about harmony, weightlgssn_e..s:s,_
light. A work of art itself, an influential mil !o]
that captivates, inspires and attracts artists,
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D aniSts"M?ethfr :'\at::\l': (fi)'lliyac ° ’ Vincent Van Gogh heralded Arles’ universal quality. When he came
have taken inspiration Tror s city.

here in 1888, he painted over 300 works in just 15 months, one of the
most prolific periods of his career.

YHRERS , BEALABRS AN EER , 1889F1 8 , MR, EEBEESM
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Vincent Van Gogh, Self-portrait with a Bandaged Ear, January 1889, Arles. The work is currently
in Chicago as part of the private collection of Mr and Mrs Leigh B. Block.
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Pablo Picasso, who was fascinated by
Van Gogh and a bullfighting enthusiast,
created close ties to Arles via two major
exhibitions in 1957 and 1971 and his
donation of 57 drawings to the Réattu
museum, one of the foremost centres for
the fine arts in Provence.
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Lucien Clergue met Picasso while still a
young photographer in 1953, marking the
start of their 20-year friendship. In 1969 he
founded Les Rencontres Photographiques,
still an internationally-renowned
photography festival.
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( Peter Lindbergh ) ......
Other artists of every discipline
and style, from the designer and
visual artist Christian Lacroix and
the fashion photographer Peter
Lindbergh to the gypsy music
groups The Gipsy Kings and
Chico and the Gypsies, etc.
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Did you know?

Le rayonnement culturel d'Arles tient aussi a la
présence d'acteurs majeurs comme  les éditions
Actes Sud pour les livres, Harmonia Mundi pour
la musique, I"Ecole nationale supérieure de la
photographie, la seule en France et SUPINFOCOM
la meilleure école d'animation 3D au monde.

The artistic influence of Arles is also a result

of the presence of major players in a range of
fields, such as the publishing house Actes Sud,
the record label Harmonia Mundl, the National
School of Photography — unique in France — and
Supinfocom, the best 3D computer graphics
school in the world.
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Arles is a delicious city.
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The art of hospitality

Here, traditional cuisine is clearly Provencal,
with nuances of the Camargue. However,
young chefs are using their talent to
renew the traditional repertoire. Three of
these starred chefs are Jean-Luc Rabanel,
Armand Arnal and Jéréme Laurent.

The city also boasts a selection of original,
designer and luxury character hotels to
fulfil your dreams.
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Arles is festive, Arles for feria!
Since the 1950s, the feria de P
festival), have brought the city to life

aques (Easter festival) and the feria du Riz (September rice

and celebrated the gods of revelry in style...
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A fiery fiesta EREIPG , BTPLEANQ 4 FE , BEARPBETRED
Bulls are also let loose on the boulevards (bandidos) surrounded by white horses of the Camarque KRGz d,

breed. The festival is an explosion of dances, street music (les penas), overheated bars (bodegas), Arenas and bull games

exhibitions, performances and spontaneous jollity. During the feria, Arles is transformed but The bull is the symbolic animal of the Camargue, and the ritual Running of the
never loses its sweet conviviality. The “city of art and history” is also an alchemist of celebration! Bulls is still alive and kicking. Here, “la fe di biou’ or passion of the bull, is a cultural

identity, and the Camargue race breathes life and vitality into the arena. At
Easter and in September; the Roman amphitheatre takes on Spanish colours for
prestigious bullfights, the beating heart of this enormous festival that takes over
the entire city.
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Did you know?
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A photography Mecca
Arles is to photography what Cannes is to cinema. Founded in 1969, Les Rencontres
Internationales de la Photographie, the foremost photography festival in the world
and a pioneer in the field, is a major event that takes place from July to September.
With around sixty exhibitions, twenty venues and an eclectic, contemporary
programme, Arles is a laboratory and echo chamber for international creation,
where the greatest photographers in the world come together: the native Arlesian
Lucien Clerque, who helped create the festival, but also Annie Leibovitz, Raymond
Depardon, Nan Goldin, Martin Parr and many others.
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The flame of Les Suds
For more than fifteen years, musicians from all over the world have been
coming to Arles in July for one ofithe greatest European festivals of
world music. Discovery cocktails parties, musical ‘siestas” and workshops
complete the some fifty concerts that take place in the city fogthis event,
including headline evenings in the ancient theatre. Les Suds is a popular
festival with warmth and humanity as its identity. It is a spirit.



Arles — 365 Days of Events!
Summer is the peak in the diary.
Arles. The city lives all year ro
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culture.
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Did you know? The Museon Arlaten, one of the
most richly endowed popular ethnographic museums

in France, is undergoing an ambitious restoration
programme and will reopen in 2013.
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‘Pople d'Arle, Veici ta reino’
The Queen of Arles is elected for a three-year
mandate. This is not a Miss Arles competition
_ the queen is the guardian of provencal ‘
culture, costume and language. Her e/e;tlon
and coronation are celebrated with majesty
and enthusiasm by all of her people.
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Festivals of gold and silk
On the Friday before the grand costume
festival of early July, a crowd in traditional
costume gathers to parade for the Pégoulado
and then heads to the arena to celebrate bulls
and razeteurs for the Cocarde d’Or, the most
prestigious of the Camarguaise races. The
ladies dress in their historic cOStumes, and itis
not fancy dress or folklore: they are Arlesian,
and proud of their traditions!
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The Crau plain, the Alpilles massif and the majestic
Camargue make up the golden triangle of the Ariesian
realm’s exc eptional biodiversity.
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marshes,
, which are among the largest in Europe (11,000 hectares)
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Camargue forever...

Much has been said and written about the vast, part- land, part—vvater Regional
park that includes part of the Rhone delta and encircles the Vaccares lake. All the
clichés are well-known, such as the symbols is of bulls, flamingos and horses. But
the real Camargue is somewhere outside the real | world and its elements, oNn the
fringes of the imagination. Its charm and magic are intact. With 26km of unspoilt
beaches, from Piémanson to Beauduc, ocean and nature enthusiasts will love this
extraordinary coastline, a kite- _surfing paradise.
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Jist: 3004

N $E%F / Tourist information:
Boulevard des Lices - 13200 Arles
1% : +33(0)490 184120
ot-arles@visitprovence.com
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Administration department:

12 boulevard Emile Zola - 13200 Arles
1% : +33(0)490 18 41 21
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www.arlestourisme.com
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